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 In his seminal work about Jewish religion titled, “God in Search of Man: a philosophy of Judaism,” Abra-
ham Joshua Heschel said this: “To worship is to expand the presence of God in the world.”  I loved that idea the 
first time I read those words, and I loved it all the more when I realized what he meant was that there are things 
we can do to partner with God to make the world more holy.  It is an intoxicating thought. 

 First Christian Church of Farmville is committed to that agenda, and we have been busy about the task this 
month.  Our food bags went out every week, the men are set to build a wheelchair ramp in September, the DWM 
and CMF fed a room full of campers from The Refuge, and our monthly food distribution went exceedingly well in 
August thanks to committed, hard-working volunteers.  Additionally, by the time you read this, our first Back-to-
School Bash will be over.  As I write this column, I am eagerly anticipating this event that will bring together a host 
of folks from all over Farmville and will result in blessings for our children, the enhancement of our community, and 
therefore, the glorification of the One who made us all.  Several folks have helped make this happen, (more than I 
can remember or name here) and it has been spearheaded by Melinda Sampson, Chair of our Christian Education 
Ministry Team.  We owe them all a debt of thanks. 

 Indeed, there are many ways to worship God.  Jesus encouraged his listeners to understand that everyday 
acts of kindness were a powerful way to honor, not only one another, but God as well.  (“When you did it to the 
least of these, you did it to me.”)  Regular, intentional, corporate worship in our sanctuary is yet another way to 
expand the presence of God in the world.   

 The Epistle lesson for this week is from Hebrews.  The writer reminds us of some basic, but important 
things about being people of faith – to be faithful, and content, to not forget to do good, and to share our wealth 
with others.  He even goes so far as to say that when we welcome the stranger, 
we may, in fact, be experiencing the presence of God.  (Hebrews 13:1-8, 15, 16) 
I like to think that, if the author of the Epistle were here today, he would agree 
with the notion that making our offering on Sunday morning – dropping our 
check or envelope in the offering plate – is an act of worship.  

 This past week you should have received a letter from our Stewardship 
Ministry Team, along with a commitment card for 2023.  I hope you will consider 
it prayerfully over the next few weeks, and plan to use it to expand the presence 
of God in the world.  Your physical, spiritual, and financial commitments to FCC 
do just that.   

 Grace and peace and angels unawares, 

 Morgan  

Morgan’s Moment 

September 18, 2022 
Consecration Lunch and Birthday Sunday 

 

  We are excited about the Consecration Celebration that 
will happen on Sunday, September 18th. 
  There will be lots about the importance of participation of 
our members in sustaining the missions of our church. 
  Mission and commitment cards are going out the last 
week of August by mail We need them back as soon as 
possible but on of before Sunday the 18th. 
  That Sunday we will bless the  offerings of our congrega-
tion and the missions of our church. 
  After that, we will have a celebration lunch and birthday 
party.   

  The menu will be similar to what we have at the Lenten lunches Then, Membership is having a special birthday 
party to honor our more experienced members! 



Board Meeting Highlights Aug 14, 2022 

Present: Kim Griffiths, Jean Suggs, Donna Moore, John Briley, Susan Smith, Al Joyner, Melinda 
Sampson, Chester Ellis, Julie Walker, Christine Dempsey, Lou Ann Wiley, Wes Flake, Bert Smith, 
Joyce Albritton, Jason Powers, Horace Wiley, Beth Sumerlin, Donna Moore, Miriam Lewis. Also: 
Morgan Daughety  

TRUSTEES: Employee evaluations are due by the end of Sept. 

EDUCATION: Back to School Bash (community wide) on Sat Aug 27. Kids, 
bouncy castle, food, community resources, FPD, ice cream truck and more!  

PROPERTY: Special thanks to Wes Flake, Al Joyner and Paul Bryant for their 
hard work on the courtyard lights and landscaping. 
MEMBERSHIP: Consecration Celebration on Sept 18, and birthday bash for all 
senior members (luncheon/birthday cake & ice cream). Regular Wed Night Sup-
pers resume in Sept.  Homecoming is Oct 9. 

WORSHIP: Deacon training is available on the church website. 

STEWARDSHIP: This year’s theme—”Living the Faith: Streaming the Holy” 

NEW BUSINESS: Nominating committee: Julie Walker, Bert Smith, Donna 
Moore, Chrstine Dempsey, John Briley, Nancy Bradham, Melinda Sampson. 
Team assigned to streamline bylaws. Fall Festival will be Nov 5.  

Next General Board meeting: Oct 2, 2022 
Full copy of the minutes available by contacting church office 

Outreach 

     This August we distributed 90 food boxes, 180+ pounds of cheese, 1400  lbs 
of watermelon, 84 bags of groceries! 
    Wes is busy in the Soup Kitchen every 1st Monday of the month.  He would 
welcome your help!  He’s there from about 11-1. 
     Our new Blessing Box will be ready soon.  We’re excited to see it in place. 
     FLU SHOT Clinic will be happening Tues, Sept 20th, 5-7. Check that off your 
list by stopping by! Pharmville Drug will be giving the shots. 

In Our Prayers 

Cecil Walker  Sept 1 
Frank Bradham Sept 8 
Elizabeth Sumerlin Sept 12 
Paul Bryant  Sept 13 
Grady Bailey  Sept 16 
John K Briley  Sept 21 
Al Joyner  Sept 21 
Myrtle Sugg  Sept 23 

September Birthdays  

September Anniversaries
Jackie & Tom Bulpett  Sept 15 
Melinda & Ben Sampson Sept 27 

answer 
the call. 

 

The 2023 Nominating 
Committee is putting to-
gether the nominees for 
board positions for 2023. 

Please prayerfully     
consider any requests. 

TUES 
Sept 

20 

Check the     FLU SHOT 

off your list! 

FCC Fellowship Hall 

5-7pm 

S u n d a y ,  O c t  9 t h  1 1 a m  

F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  F a r m v i l l e  





The future of the church is more connected. The future of the 
church is in deeper conversation. The future of the church is a fu-
ture with deeper covenant. The Covenant Project is the work of 
changing structures to be more just and relationships across the 
church to be more connected. 

The Covenant Project began more than three years ago as part of 
the work of Governance Committee of the General Board of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and 
Canada. When the Governance Committee met in retreat in the 
fall of 2019, they committed to the work of aligning the Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) with 
God’s design for the church and to claim the power and potential of covenant. To that end, the committee took 
two important steps: the first was the development of the Covenant Curriculum, a small group resource for con-
gregations to explore their identity as covenantal partners in the wider church. The second was a process of a re-
view of the Design, with an aim to explore how the church’s structures and practices might shift to better serve the 
church, with two main areas of focus.  

Why Now? Why This? 

When the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) established The Design in 1969, much of the structures and prac-
tices were adapted from the existing structures. As our church has grown more expansive and diverse, we’ve 
made adaptations on the model. However, the changing composition of the church and a growing desire to have 
our structures reflect our commitment to be a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world means rethinking 
how we engage and relate to one another. Put simply, if we are going to be the church we say we are, we need to 
dismantle structures that aren’t working well and reimagine how we relate to one another as the body of Christ. 
We want to be more connected, not less. We want congregations to be more connected to one another and the 
General Board, have more of a voice in the present and future of the church. In the summer of 2022, clergy, con-
gregations and leadership across the church will be invited to attend a series of digital and in person town hall-
style listening sessions. We encourage you to attend.  

General Assembly 

If the suggested changes are ultimately adopted, the General Assembly will meet more often during a three-year 
cycle. Every three years, there would be a hybrid meeting, with opportunities for participation in person and 
online; in the other two years of the cycle, the Assembly would meet in  online-only gatherings. This change will 
allow more people to attend General Assembly while reducing costs as well as other barriers to attend.  

Under the new General Assembly model, congregations would appoint three delegates to serve three-year terms, 
to increase engagement across the life of the church. Delegates to the General Assembly would shift the focus of 
their work from primarily voting on resolutions to engaging in dialogue, discernment, and prayer with increased 
frequency. With more regular meeting and dialogue, delegates would provide feedback from their congregational 
and Regional circles about the priorities of the church to the General Board. The new delegate model, along with 
different meeting formats, will increase the number of voices from across the church who will be engaged in this 
work, particularly including those who have not always had access to decision-making structures. While resolu-
tions will still be a part of the General Assembly experience, dialogue, education, and discernment will be the pri-
mary foci of meetings. 

Congregation delegates would serve three-year terms, with one representative being new each year. This model 
provides continuity of participation in the General Assembly meetings, time for each delegate to live into their role 
as a delegate and avoids having all three delegates being new at the same time.  

General Board 

In the new model, the General Board would become a working board that meets more often than once a year. 
Members would serve on one of three committees: Mission, Finance and Executive. Committees would meet and 
work together on an ongoing, regular basis. The General Board would be reduced in size and rather than the 
board having representatives from regions and groups, board members would be mostly at-large and selected by 
the nominating committee for essential skills and experience, while also reflecting the diversity of the church.  

“Over the course of time, we want the General Board not to send things down, but to be listening from the 
bottom up. What is on the hearts of the people? And how do we want to proceed?” 

– Rev. Terri Hord owens, 2022 Kirkpatrick conference 

Read the complete article: https://disciples.org/covenant-project/ 



3776 South Main St. 

PO Box 205 

Farmville, NC 27828 

Church Staff 

Rev. Morgan Daughety    Senior Minister 
                  rmorgan@fccfarmville.org 

252-289-0303 
 

BJ Lawrence               Interim Director of Music 
                                        music@fccfarmville.org   

Penny McCreary                                                  Pianist 

Kim Griffiths                                  Church Administrator       
                                                      office@fccfarmville.org 

September  Servants 
Elders: Donna Moore HE; John Briley 

Deacons: Jessica Avery HD; Cecil Walker,                  

                  Julie Walker, Marah Walker 

Counting: Miriam Lewis, John Briley 

Church Office: (252) 753-3179 

Regular Office Hours: 

9 am—4 pm, Mon—Thurs, 9am—1pm Fri 

Also by appointment. 

office@fccfarmville.org      fccfarmville.org 

Mission of First Christian Church 

Disciples of Christ 

Farmville, North Carolina 

It is the mission of First Christian Church (DOC) of Farmville, NC 

to provide an environment where all who come can learn, 

fellowship, worship, and grow spiritually closer to God.  We will 

fulfill our greater obligation to spread the Good News of Jesus 

Christ by being of service to the members of our community and 

to the world.  Our efforts will be done in the name of Jesus Christ. 

        fccfarmville             First Christian Church, Farmville NC            fccfarmville.org 

Mon, Sept 5 

can you help? 

 WED Sept 28 

CSFP Food Boxes 

Volunteers!  

Please be at the 
church by 9:30 

Wednesday Night Suppers 

Sept 7      Membership 
       14     CMF 
       21     DWM 
       28     Covered Dish 

Oct 5      CMF 
      12     Membership 
      19     DWM 
      26     Covered Dish 

Consecration Sunday 

Sept 
18 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
 
11  Worship 

5 
11 Soup Kitchen 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
LABOR DAY 

6 7 
6 Wed Night Supper 
Membership cooks 
    $6.50—RSVP 

8 9 10 

11 
8:30 Elders mtg 
11 Worship 
12 Growing Disciples 
5 DWM Exec mtg 
6 Ministry teams mtg 
7 Board mtg 

12 
10 DWM 
 
5:30 Fellowship 
Hall reserved 
 
7  DWM 

13 14 
 
6 Wed Night Supper 
    CMF cooks 
    $6.50—RSVP 

15 16 
 
1:30 Ramp 
pre-build at 
church 

17 
 
7 breakfast at 
church, then 
ramp build at 
site 

18 
CONSECRATION 
SUNDAY 
8  CMF mtg 
11 Worship 
12 Luncheon and Birth-

day Celebration 

19 20  
9-11 FBM 
 
5-7 FLU SHOT 
CLINIC 
7 Trustees mtg 

21 
 
6 Wed Night Supper 
    DWM cooks 
    $6.50—RSVP 

22 23 24 

25 
 
11 Worship 
12 Growing Disciples 

26 27 
 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

28 
9:30 Food Boxes 
 
6 Wed Night Supper 
     Covered Dish 

29 30  

Sept 


