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We are Disciples of 
Christ, a movement for 

wholeness in a          
fragmented world. As 

part of the one body of 
Christ we welcome all 
to the Lord’s Table as 

God has welcomed us.”  

    This is a great time of year.  The pansies have made it through the inclement winter 
weather and are as fresh and colorful as ever.  We have enjoyed the dogwoods and 
azaleas, and now the iris are blooming.  It is a joyous season.  
     To accompany nature in its spring fling, our church is blooming right on cue.  At-
tendance in Sunday worship and Wednesday Night Suppers is increasing, the men 
are building wheelchair ramps, DWM is mixing and baking and selling tickets for a 
quilt, food distribution remains an important, creative endeavor for us (we distributed 
duck eggs recently!), our Growing Disciples children’s program reached a crescendo 
on Palm Sunday with the performance of our children’s choir, the Stewardship Team 
is meeting and planning, and our Long-Range Planning Team is off to a rolling start.  
The promise of spring is always inspirational!  
     I am also very thankful that I have now had the opportunity to experience Holy 
Week here at FCC.  We had three very fine ecumenical gatherings on Monday, Tues-
day, and Wednesday.  Then, on Thursday, a creative Maundy Thursday service in the 
fellowship hall.  And, on Friday night, we had a Good Friday Tenebrae service.   
I’m especially grateful for the Friday service, as I had a memorable experience.  I read 
two of the scripture selections, both near the end of the service, which I read from the 
lectern on the floor level of the sanctuary.  After the first one, rather than return to my 
seat in the chancel, I sat on the front pew where I was able to experience the service 
from a different angle.  The lights had been dimmed, and I was impressed by the dark-
ness as I listened to music that was moving in its own right.  In that moment, I was 
touched by the visual, auditory, and very visceral experience.  I was reminded why it is 
that we gather physically, on a regular basis.  The reason is – to be inspired.   
     The root of the word “inspire” means “to breathe.”  Breathing is something that 
must be done by a body.  I can tell you about the developments of spring.  I can de-
scribe trees budding, flowers blooming, and birds building nests.  I can even show you 
pictures of the same.  But until you have experienced these things firsthand – until you 
have touched a tulip, smelled the honeysuckle, and listened to the Cardinal’s song in 
your backyard – I don’t believe you really can fully understand my enthusiasm for this 
time of year.  Inhabiting space is something we are made to do.   
     If you have not yet read Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, An Altar in the World, you 
should do so.  Taylor writes a good bit about what it means that we have bodies, and 
about how our physical selves are related to our spiritual selves.  On page 38 in my 
copy of the book, she refers to our bodies as “our soul’s address.”  I love that.  And, if I 
accept that as true, then it stands to reason, if I want my soul to be inspired, I’ll need 
to get my body in position.   
     We worship on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  And, every Sunday there 
is bread, wine, and a symphony of sights, sounds, and silence.  I can’t tell you about it.  
You must experience it for yourself.  And, each week, there are plenteous opportuni-
ties for exercising body and soul in the days that follow.  Come on down.  Breathe it all 
in.  I look forward to seeing you in person.   
 
Grace and peace and hugs and handshakes, 
Morgan 

Morgan’s Moment 



In Our Prayers 

Home Communion  
Home Communion administered by 
our minister or by our Elders is al-

ways available to our shut-ins or anyone who 
has been unable to attend worship services for 
a period of time due to illness or care giving re-
sponsibilities.  

Please call the Church office (753-3179) if you 
would like home communion. 

FCC Elders 

Board Meeting Highlights April 10, 2022 

Present: Lou Ann Wiley, Kim Griffiths, Chester Ellis, Al Joyner, Wes Flake, Christine 
Dempsey, Bert Smith, Susan Smith, Donna Moore, Marah Walker, Josh Walker, Joyce 
Albritton, Julie Walker, Mary Steinbauer. Also: Judy Owens 

PROPERTY: We are accepting a bid to replace a portion of the concrete ramp on 
Main St for the already-approved amount of $1600. 

MEMBERSHIP: The team is pursuing a plan to have a new membership directory 
done this fall using a professional photographer. 

WORSHIP: Bulletins are being mailed weekly to our shut-ins. Communion is be-
ing served to them quarterly by Morgan and the Elders. Upcoming training for 
Deacons and Elders.  

STEWARDSHIP: There will be focus on stewardship all year long with various 
testimonials, sermons, and children’s lessons.  
CMF: Fish Stew supper Tues May 3 at 6pm  Plans being made for painting at the 
boat house at Camp Caroline on April 30. 

Next General Board meeting: May 8, 2022 
Full copy of the minutes available by contacting church office 

Outreach 

     BUSY is not even an adequate word!  In April we distributed 80+ food boxes, 
160+ pounds of cheese, 1800 pounds of cabbage, 400 boxes of cereal, 100    bags 
of groceries!  We’re also sending off 25+ hygiene kits (soap, towels, wash cloths, 
combs, clippers, band-aids, toothbrushes) for Church World Service          to be 
used for refugees and victims.  In May we’ll be sending support to Camp   Caroline!   
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH FOOD DISTRIBUTION ARE ALWAYS NEEDED! 
We are looking for help on the 4th Wednesday morning of every month, 9:30-11:30, 
to put the food boxes and extras in the clients’ cars. The time flies by! Also needed: 
a ride-along for Tammy every Thursday morning to help with senior food bag deliv-
eries. The happy and grateful smiles of those clients will warm your heart!  Please 
contact the office if you find it in your heart (and schedule) to help with these. 

John Redden Lewis May 4 

Noah Knox  May 5 

Carolyn Clifton Hawke     May 9 

Sallie Eason  May 11 

Suzanne Davis-Pelerine  May 19 

Johnny J. Briley May 30 

May Birthdays  

 Our new children’s program, Growing Disci-
ples, is off to a great start!  From winter to 
spring we met and learned Bible stories, new 

craft techniques, and enough songs to make everyone smile 
on Palm Sunday.  Our next gathering after worship will be on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 5th.  On that day, we will have all the 
usual activities as well as some time with parents to plan 
monthly activities to take us through the summer.  Beginning 
on September 11 we will meet weekly through November 20.   

Membership 
April 27 was our last regular Wednesday Night Supper of the season. We will 
be planning a monthly Covered Dish beginning in May.  Watch for dates! 

DWM 
The DWM would like to thank all those who helped with our booth at the 
Dogwood Festival:  food preparation, setup, concessions, ticket sales and 
breakdown.  It was a beautiful day with a beautiful outcome.  Thank you 
again!”  

May Anniversaries  

Jason & Brandy Powers  May 21 

We need you! 
Remember that if you 

are one of these, 

• Deacon 

• Elder 

• Trustee 

• Officer 

• Auxiliary leader 

then you’re a Board 

Member.  Your church 

needs your presence at 

board meetings to get 

your input and conduct 

its business. 



Lent Luncheon • Easter Egg Hunt   

Growing Disciples on Palm Sunday 



Easter morning   

CMF ramp work   

650 boxes of cereal 
from the kids at HB 
Sugg and Sam Bundy 

Farmville United @ 
the Cross Community 
Worship at the Dog-
wood Festival 

CSFP Food Box         
distribution 

Communion at First 
Christian Church 



Care vs. Consumption 
 
“For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  If, however, 
you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.” Galatians 5:14-15  
  
Public opinion has never been singular. Though we would like to think all conclusions are binary—completely right 
or completely wrong, that has never been true either. Humanity is diverse in its communities, and subsequently in its 
experiences. Perspectives and approaches to this world’s problems will vary. For this reason, people of faith must 
be careful about consumption. There will always be opinion, propaganda, and agendas on full display for our minds 
to feast upon. It is not our work to perpetuate what does not edify the community, hold us all accountable, or further 
the causes of Jesus. Paul’s address to the Galatians was about navigating difference without compromising one’s 
commitment to follow Christ. Being neighbors means we regard the full humanity in one another. Being neighbors 
means we acknowledge one another as beloved of God. Being neighbors means we will take no pleasure in the de-
vouring of personhood. God, help us choose to “take care” when given the invitation to consume. 
  
In the Spirit, 
Rev. Monique Crain Spells 
Director of Christian Education/Faith Formation -Merger Staff for Disciples Home Missions and the National Convo-
cation.  

Just Listen 
  
"The first service one owes to others in the community 
involves listening to them. Just as our love for God be-
gins with listening to God’s Word, the beginning of love 
for other Christians is learning to listen to them. God’s 
love for us is shown by the fact that God not only gives 
us God’s Word, but also lends us God’s ear. We do 
God’s work for our brothers and sisters when we learn 
to listen to them." Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
  
When you listen to others ….this includes all of your 
physical, emotional and spiritual senses. A coworker 
shared that when we listen, we need to use our spiritual 
ears to help us discern the heart and what lies behind 
the words. The Chinese Symbol for Listening has sever-
al senses in addition to the ears to hear. It includes eyes 
to see, mind to think, heart to feel and undivided atten-
tion to focus. Listening engages the senses of hearing, 
sight and touch. It is an intentional practice and process. 
It is ministry. 
  
In the midst of this sacred season, I pray that we all take 
time to listen to God, ourselves and others. Listening is 
a life giving and spiritual practice. 
  
Just Listen, 
Rev Sheila P Spencer 
Interim President 
Disciples Home Missions 

Mike Marengo to be Buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery 
On Monday, July 25th at 9am Michael V. Marengo, Jr. will 
be buried with full military honors at Arlington National 
Cemetery.  Our family ask for special prayers for Mike on 
this day. 
Regards, Kathy Marengo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EGG CARTONS 
FOR OUR LOCAL GROWERS WHO 
DONATE FRESH EGGS TO OUR 

FOOD MINISTRY 
just drop them off at the kitchen 



3776 South Main St. 

PO Box 205 

Farmville, NC 27828 

Church Staff 

Rev. Morgan Daughety    Senior Minister 
              rmorgan@fccfarmville.org 

252-289-0303 
 

BJ Lawrence           Interim Director of Music 
                                        music@fccfarmville.org 

  

Penny McCreary                                          Pianist 

Kim Griffiths                          Church Administrator 
office@fccfarmville.org 

May Servants 
Elders: Christine Dempsey HE; Donna Moore 

 

Deacons: Horace Wiley HD; Jackie Bulpett, Jean 
Suggs, Jessica Avery, Cecil Walker 

 

Counting: Wayne Dempsey, Lou Ann Wiley 
 
If you are unable to serve, please contact someone  

to take your place. 

Church Office: (252) 753-3179 

Regular Office Hours: 

9 am—4 pm, Mon—Thurs, 9am—1pm Fri 

Also by appointment. 

office@fccfarmville.org      fccfarmville.org 

Mission of First Christian Church 

Disciples of Christ 

Farmville, North Carolina 

It is the mission of First Christian Church (DOC) of Farmville, NC 

to provide an environment where all who come can learn, 

fellowship, worship, and grow spiritually closer to God.  We will 

fulfill our greater obligation to spread the Good News of Jesus 

Christ by being of service to the members of our community and 

to the world.  Our efforts will be done in the name of Jesus Christ. 

        fccfarmville             First Christian Church, Farmville NC            fccfarmville.org 

cmf 
fish stew 

 

tues may 3 
6pm 

Mon, May 2 

can you help? 

 WED May 25 

CSFP Food Boxes 

Volunteers!  

Please be at the 
church at 9:30 


